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Ninja EX Kicking Again on Hawaii Cable
Special re-broadcast of local martial arts/action/comedy television show to air on Oceanic Time Warner Cable before DVD release in November
(HONOLULU, HAWAII) – NINJA EX, the martial arts television series from award-winning local director Aaron Yamasato, is scheduled for a special rebroadcast on Oceanic Time Warner Cable’s OC16 starting Monday, July 21 at 7 p.m. Hawaii time. The series has been reedited for DVD release in November 2008. Creator Aaron Yamasato wrote, produced and directed five (5) stand-alone 30-minute episodes of NINJA EX featuring individual stories revolving around a mysterious ninja with an incredible arsenal of martial arts techniques. Each episode will play Monday through Friday at 7 p.m. on Channel 16 until July 25. The all-local, Hawaii-made series is officially sponsored by 7-Eleven Hawaii.  

NINJA EX is the spin-off, made for television series of the film BLOOD OF THE SAMURAI (winner of Best Film in Hawaii Award at the 2001 Hawaii International Film Festival). The five-episode miniseries follows the adventures of Ninja EX as he “protects the innocent and defends the weak.” “The series goes back to the heart of the original movie … but this time ... it’s for kids,” laughed Yamasato. NINJA EX features campy, martial arts fun with humorous pop culture references and good family fun. Adults, too, will enjoy the throwback to the 70’s kung-fu cinema and comic book crime fighting. The reedited NINJA EX premiered last year at the Toei Studio’s Uzumasa Sengoku Festival in Kyoto, Japan. Toei Studios is internationally renowned for their animation (DRAGONBALL Z, SAILOR MOON, TRANSFORMERS) and live-action super heroes (KAMEN RIDER, KIKAIDA, POWER RANGERS).   
Playing the title character is Kevin Won, who off-screen, leads the reverse Ninja EX lifestyle. This Hawaii talent is a hero by day, a Honolulu firefighter at the Palolo Fire Station and champion martial artist in kung fu, and was a college student at night. Won recently graduated this past semester with a degree in English at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. As Won reflects on his NINJA EX character he advises, “Never stop learning, but imagination is more important than just pure knowledge...it may sound like a cliché, but is important to me.” Won’s black belt in karate, brown belt in judo, and training in capoeira, jiu-jitsu and muay thai helped him to also take part in the fight choreography. 
The show also features BLOOD OF THE SAMURAI cast members Bryan Yamasaki, Michael Ng, Stephanie Sanchez and Colleen Fujioka. In supporting roles are Japanese actor Ban Daisuke (KIKAIDA, RINGU), Mixed Martial Arts Champion Egan Inoue, former Miss Hawaii USA Alicia Michioka Jones, Shaolin Martial Artist Ann’e Au, and World Karate Champion Alisa Au. A bevy of local celebrities will also make surprise cameo appearances.

Ninja EX will run Monday, July 21 through Friday, July 25 at 7 p.m. on Oceanic Time Warner Cable Channel 16 and will be available on Channel 15, OC16 On Demand, for viewing before the November 2008 DVD release. 
“Protect the weak! Defend the innocent!”

-Ninja EX
For updates, check www.ninjaex.com. Thank you for the support of local filmmaking.
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