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Blood of the Samurai 2 Premieres at Toei Studios-Kyoto Samurai Festival 
Local award-winning director, Aaron Yamasato, invited to present the world premiere of his latest cult-action samurai film in Japan
(HONOLULU, HAWAII) - Hawaii born and award-winning independent filmmaker Aaron Yamasato will be representing Hawaii and the USA at two events in Kyoto -- as a presenter in the Creative Leadership Seminar at the College of Image Arts and Sciences, Ritsumeikan University on September 27 and the Uzumasa Cinema Festival, on September 29 and 30, 2007 in Kyoto, Japan. Yamasato will have two world premieres at both events, presenting BLOOD OF THE SAMURAI 2 and a special edition episode of NINJA EX. Both pieces are touted as Hawaii's first all-locally made martial arts action film and TV series.
One of the main sponsors of both events, Toei Kyoto Studio, is internationally renowned for their animation (DRAGONBALL Z, SAILOR MOON, TRANSFORMERS) and live-action super heroes (KAMEN RIDER, KIKAIDA, POWER RANGERS).  Yamasato says, “I am a big fan of Toei Studios, so to be invited and have my work screen there, is truly an incredible dream come true for me! I am honored to be participating in these major events that promote what I love: Japanese action movies, superheroes, and bloody samurai flicks! It's right up my alley! What Toei Kyoto and the other sponsors have done are amazing, by creating a major festival that promotes Japan's greatest cultural exports." Yamasato continues, "What a cool way to represent Hawaii! It shows the Japanese have a deep appreciation and understanding on how Hawaii is a cultural bridge between Asia and the U.S." When asked about his proposed lecture to an expected 300 students at Ritsumeikan University, Yamasato, with some hesitation, but soon laughs and answers, "I'm a little nervous about that, but I'm sure it'll be lots of fun. The purpose of the panel is to discuss the reappropriation of the samurai image in Western media. This is a subject I am very familiar of."
The Creative Leadership Seminar and the Uzumasa Cinema Festival are both part of the Uzumasa Sengoku Festival in Uzumasa, a place known as the “Hollywood of Japan”. The festival takes place at the Kyoto Studio Park (Toei Eigamura), where an entire ancient Japanese village set is housed.  The Kyoto Studio Park is a working studio and theme park where visitors can observe the filming of samurai and period dramas, watch live shows, go on rides, and experience the atmosphere of ancient Japan. For more information on the Kyoto Studio Park, visit www.eigamura30.com/english/index.html.
BLOOD OF THE SAMURAI 2 is the sequel to the award-winning independent film BLOOD OF THE SAMURAI (Hawaii International Film Festival Best Hawaii Made Film Award, 2001), about two ordinary guys who are thrown into a world of action and adventure after the discovery of ancient samurai swords. The original Blood of the Samurai DVD is available through Amazon.com and MountainAppleCompany.com. With the touch of the swords, the blades have the mysterious power to possess the handlers into master samurai, skilled in the art of swordsmanship and bounded by the code of bushido. Trent (Bryan Yamasaki) and Rob (Michael Ng) are sought after by those seeking the swords and learn more about the history of the swords while realizing their new abilities. As our heroes delve deeper into the mysterious history of the swords, they are attacked by bandits, evil cults and other villainous characters in pursuit for the power of the swords. The film also features Ban Daisuke (Kikaida, Inazuman, The Ring Series), Alicia Michioka Jones (Miss Hawaii USA) and Egan Inoue (Superbrawl, Pride, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu World Champion). BLOOD OF THE SAMURAI 2 is a non-stop thrill ride from start to finish, and is the spawn of Japanese chanbara films of yore: a combination of samurai action, bloody mayhem and dark comedy.   
As a bonus to the festival’s film program, a re-edited episode of Yamasato’s television series NINJA EX will also be included. NINJA EX, which ran on Oceanic Time Warner Cable's OC16 channel, is a spin-off series of the BLOOD OF THE SAMURAI, filled with action, martial arts and comedy. Drawing from influences such as Japan series favorites KIKAIDA and KAGE NO GUNDAN (Sonny Chiba's The Shadow Warriors), as well as classic comic book superheroes of the 1970s and 80s, the character of Ninja EX fights for justice, helps the weak and defends the innocent. "Growing up in Hawaii, I loved Japanese heroes and kung fu movies!  As a father of two, I wanted to create a new hero in that same vein, but set it in Hawaii. It was a lot of fun shooting the show and I hope to continue creating new adventures for Ninja EX." For more information on NINJA EX, please visit www.NinjaEX.com or www.BloodoftheSamurai.com.

Additional Special Guests attending the festival include: Anderson Le (Producer), Kevin Won (Ninja EX/Hawaii Martial Arts Champion), Derek Suzuki (Composer) and Shunsuke Ikeda (Kikaida 01/Ultraman).  Many Japanese stars, directors and producers from the Japan film industry will also be in attendance.

The Uzumasa Sengoku Festival is a collaborative event between public, industry, and academic organizations to recognize the development of the film and entertainment industry in Uzumasa, Kyoto. The major organizations include Kyoto City, Toei Kyoto Studio, Toei Kyoto Studio Park, Tablier Communications, Inc., Sengokudama Project, Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto Saga University of Arts. Events of the festival include a Creative Leadership Seminar, an International Film Conference, Cinema Festival, Anime Screenings, Music PV Screenings, Music Show, Talk Show, Market, and Cosplay.
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